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RESEARCH QUESTION

 Why do citizens only selectively increase their support for 
governments that effectively provide them with private goods, such as 
cash transfers?



PREVIEW OF THE RESULTS

 We exploit a fuzzy regression discontinuity design based on household 
poverty scores to evaluate the effects of a cash transfer program in 
Pakistan on citizens attitudes

 We overlay this with a randomized priming experiment that made half of 
survey respondents feel relatively poor and vulnerable

 We find that the program increased support for government, but its 
effects were largest among individuals who were primed to feel relatively 
poor and vulnerable.



MOTIVATION: MIXED FINDINGS IN THE LITERATURE

 Some studies show that the provision of social welfare programs 
translates to increased voter turnout and increased support for the 
incumbent delivering the welfare programs (Chen 2013; Linos 2013; 
Layton and Smith 2015; Marschall, Aydogan, and Bulut 2016).

 Other studies find that welfare programs can decrease the likelihood of 
voting (Mettler and Stonecash 2008) and the public is unresponsive to 
federal social spending (Ellis and Faricy 2011).



REPLICATION

 In the interest of time, we are going to replicate only the regression results related to 
citizens attitudes toward government 

 Thus, we are going to replicate regression Table 2 (panel B) and 3

 To get started:

 Find a place on your computer to save the .dta file given to you:  Kosec_BISP_data.dta

 Save the dofile Tables_BISP.do in the same place or elsewhere. Open it now.

 Change lines 1 and 12 so they provides the location where you have placed the .dta file



SHOW SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR TABLE 1

 Highlight lines 1-19 and run them

 Let’s look through these to familiarize ourselves with the data

 Key things to point out:

 About 2630 individuals

 35% are BISP beneficiaries

 49.4% were randomly primed to feel poor

 Overall support for government is about 0.367 on a 0-1 scale



SUMMARY STATISTICS:  TABLE 1 (P. 22)



MCCRARRY (2007) MANIPULATION CHECK

 Run lines 1-24

 The figure at right pops up

 Notice: we see no ‘break’ in 
our normal distribution of 
the poverty  index at the 
cutoff!



FIRST STAGE: EXAMINING THE CUTOFF

 Run lines 1-29

 We see a clear fuzzy RDD



TABLE 2 (PANEL B) – OVERALL RESULTS FOR ATTITUDES TOWARD 
GOVERNMENT OUTCOMES

 Run lines 1-43 
to reproduce 
the table at 
right



TABLE 3 – OVERALL RESULTS FOR ATTITUDES TOWARD GOVERNMENT 
OUTCOMES BY WHETHER OR NOT PRIMED TO FEEL POOR

 Run full dofile
to reproduce 
the table at 
right



EXAMPLE OUTPUT FROM RED-CIRCLE PORTION OF TABLE 3


